Neuroleptics, lithium and renal function.
Renal function test results in 26 patients on neuroleptic treatment, who had never received lithium or antidepressants, were compared with those in a matched group, treated with lithium; also, their tubular response to DDAVP was compared with that of 25 control subjects. Measurements of serum creatinine, creatinine clearance, and urinary albumin excretion showed no abnormality attributable to either neuroleptics or lithium. The maximum urine concentrating ability after DDAVP was significantly lower in the neuroleptic group than in controls, but significantly higher than in the lithium-treated patients. There was a significant correlation between excretion of urinary beta 2-microglobulin and duration of neuroleptic treatment, but mean excretion rates were the same in both treatment groups. The results suggest that neuroleptics as well as lithium impair urine concentrating ability.